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Appendix

Holland, October 19, 1873

Commemoration of the Holland Fire
Luke 19:13. Trade with these till I come.
Seeing that your homes and goods have been restored, Congregation at Holland, I remind you of what Jesus says concerning all our possessionss. They are a trust, indeed, they belong
to Jesus himself. And we must be thoroughly convinced that
our possessions, briefly held, must be placed in the Master's
service. He is watching us.
I. Our life for him. Yes, every day, hour, and breath is a gift
of God. The circle wherein we are born, the pleasure of having
parents and friends who care at our birth, growing up in good
I ealth of body and it nod, continual care and protection in
life, birth within a covenant context, in a Christian environment,
amid Christian influences, living amid societal protection and
security, the pleasures of God's house, his ordinances, and his
day --all these are gifts of God to be highly prized. They are,
however, gifts over which we can never be lords or owners.
For they are on loan. Sitting in our homes, and moving about
in our circle of work, influence, goods, honor, and possessions,
we should view those things only with an eye to him who is
their supreme distributor. He will certainly come and ask us
as his servants to give an account of our stewardship. This
stewardship will one day come to an end. The gifts of this
temporal life are nevertheless precious and dear and should
not be held without the greatest sense of responsibility. They
are of eternal consequence. For stewardship is the temporary
shaping and forming of life for its eternal destiny.
II. From whom do we receive all our talents, such rich and
106

107

good gifts? The nobleman (in the parable) who returned, for
whom the servants meant to be working, represents him in
whom we live and move and have our being, who by his death
and resurrection in our human nature bestows all these blessings
upon our earthly life, who now sits at the Father's right hand,
and who upholds all things and by his omnipresent power controls all things and gives health, understanding, prosperity and
• influence, all good things of life to be richly enjoyed.
I. Beneath the tree in the garden of Eden lay the grave of
all pleasure. But God's word of promise there given was pregnant with every good thing and the source of all the lovely
streams of life's joys. The cross remakes even the bitter dregs of
sin into saving, life-renewing medicine. When God pours things
forth in abundance into our laps, that ought to speak to us
clearly. It expresses love and beckons us to his service and fullness. In all his providential care and goodness, as well as in
his grace and his reconciling voice, we are confronted with this,
that in all his quickening deeds He has better, abiding things in
mind, namely the salvation of our soul and eternal life and
preparation of the faithful for a higher status.
2. What a tremendous truth, and it is all from Jesus! And
that at the price of his blood. How surely all of this stands as
a pledge of God's day of grace. And it is a confirmation of
the song of the angels. How different everything would taste...
3. If only one would enjoy his restful bed as a servant of
Jesus, who was denied even a place to lay his head; if only one
would enjoy his meals, remembering His thirst and bitter consolation; if only one would put on his clothes in the light of
His mantel of mockery, staff and thorny crown. Everything was
bought with such a high price. How this ought to shame us
with our murmurings and heavy demands. Right understanding
of gift and obligation is the strength of our calling.
III. And in the third place, what a radical conversion it should
bring about in the whole conduct of our life, in the goal and
attitude of our life, to recognize the truth that everything which
comes to us here is a loan, short-lived, and filled with respon-
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sibility. That it is bestowed upon us by Jesus as a fruit of his
cross and of the pardon achieved through his blood: That it
comes as a beckoning call of God, until that better, abiding and
heavenly gift is ours. That it is ours as a brief call to labor, in
order thereafter and by way of it to move up higher. With
a view to that one must stand in a right spirit before God, with
a sense of calling and growing into it.
a. Would anyone, in the light of this, persist in the illusion
that he can achieve it himself, rushing and pushing wildly, and
often not hesitating to use unholy means. Prayer—humble, submissive, dependent, believing prayer—this chief part of gratitude
grows from the root of the knowledge of the true view of world
history. The believer must be like a maid who keeps an eye on
the hand of her mistress, indeed even as a child who asks, often
humbly, for the toys of life. This teaches him to be attentive
to the higher power, wisdom, and goodness and makes it easy
to submit.
h. Such submissive prayer keeps one from misconstruing his
role as God's intermediate co-worker in giving form to his role
in life and his divine calling. He learns to rest in God's purpose and to plan and to hate base and unholy means. Scarcity of
goods with righteousness is better than abundance of income
without righteousness. Ruin and loss is better in goods than in
conscience. The believer knows he is in the hand of the Lord
and this releases him from anxious concern. God's will shall be
carried out in him. It cures him of impatience with the worst
disappointments and embarrassments and breaks down jealousy
over the prosperity of others.
c. All the talents distributed by the Mediator are doubly
forfeited, yet filled with responsibility. Contentment with this
present life and joining the humble instead of pursuing the
haughty, which is so destructive, is the fruit of such gifts. The
peaks of the mountains are often so bare and naked, while in
the valley one sees flowers and fruit. Along the race-track leading to the prize of eternal life one is often too preoccupied with
fear, anxiety and lust.

d. Such recogniton of the source of our gifts strengthens us
in God even in difficulty. Thus one leans upon Christian principles to make his way through the world, which calls for much
self-denial. Only in such dependence on God can one walk
with Christian patience in our earthly callings.
e. And one must make his earthly or temporal aspirations
subservient to that one thing needful, namely, to belong to Jesus,
the salvation of his soul, the favor of God. Therefore, 0 Lord,
away with my desires, if they should keep me from you.
f. From this springs submission amid disappointment, and
often a joyous peace instead of impatient complaint when we
lack that which we desire. Indeed, praising God who makes
all things well.
g. Recognizing the Lord and his will, one can enjoy the goods
he gives, giving the Lord the glory instead of boasting of his
own gifts and profits. Undeserved favor! Instead of ending in
the creature one shall experience the Father of all light, from
whom all gifts and blessings descend. Recognizing in all things,
not chance or our own control, but a Father—that makes for
a good night's sleep. It creates joy around the table. Then one
sees his cup overflowing. In the garden and in the field God's
friendly face smiles, and I reply: What shall I render to the
Lord—etc?
It Living by the confession of this truth makes one a joyful
and God-glorifying witness of God. Such a one knows how to
enjoy God in the gift. He it is who learns to enjoy the gift.
He it is who, thanking God, learns to rejoice, for the gift was
meant to enjoy, to taste God in it and to declare his name.
Grace does not cancel natural joy, but sanctifies everything, so
that the natural, rational man tastes God spiritually and confesses him in his enjoyment. Therefore let there be no deifying
of the gifts, for they have a higher enjoyment and pleasure.
Let there also be no despising of them, for our creation is a
place where one can grasp and know God in the observable, tangible things of creation.
i. It is a i.vonderful experience in enjoying the earth to rise
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up to heaven. In bitter experiences and the loss of phySical
things to look upward to the fulness of heaven, and as our
broken vessels dry out to choose the heavenly fountain, that is
our calling. But it is even more triumphant to be spiritually
-' minded in the micrst -Orearthly abundance. To discover many
pleasures on earth, and nevertheless to yearn in hope for eternal
life, is a living and telling witness to redemption and to a
faith which overcomes the world. That hardship often sanctifies one and ripens one for the invisible things is to God's
glory. But when prosperity brings about an increase in the power
of godly piety, this is surely greater profit for the Master. It
is more rare, yet can be found on earth. When gifts, blessings
and influence grow, Cod asks us the more urgently to hate sin
and love the Lord. After all, does not sin appear all the worse
in the light of God's goodness? And are renewed signs of God's
goodness not renewed reasons for crucifying sin? Deliverance,
progress and increase of goods—do these not accentuate our
calling to serve the Lord and his kingdom and to seek our
neighbor's salvation? As I fear, there are so many of you who,
after such a demonstration and punishment and healing . .
Application. I. I. Why seek status, influence, talent and riches
and not devote them trustingly to the honor of the Lord who
/ gave them? But rather to please yourself according to your own
I will?
2. For this reason: you think of yourself as owner and lord
instead of as a responsible steward.
3. For this reason: You ascribe to yourself the honor for
everything you receive and possess, and you say by your deeds:
who is the Lord? For this reason: You live for yourself as long
as God's love and grace does not win or soften you.
4. You do not believe in having to give account on that
great day. How little men believe that the Judge is at the door.
II. I. And why are believers so often so lacking in zeal? So
behind in their good works and benevolence? Why must so
much pressure be exerted for the sake of devoting time, strength
and goods in God's cause, the kingdom?
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2. Because their faith is so weak in bearing the burden of love.
Therefore gratitude is so meager. Therefore one sees so little
faithfulness and zeal in stewardship.
3. 0 that men would really believe that we receive everything from Jesus for the sake of his glorious kingdom of grace,
unto the recovery and salvation of souls, unto the glorification
of God's name, which is why He came to earth. If only men
would believe in all seriousness that the prince of life will require a strict accounting of every cent, whether and to what
extent it was devoted to his glory; and that He will generously
crown with a warm love which answers ours and with honor
every sign of self-denial, every deed of sacrifice and service, no
matter how slight, which was done in simple faith to his honor.
Is that not all the more reason for making profit and doing
business in the interest of the Lord? If Christ should meet you
and give you a sum of money with the order: Enjoy it thankfully and devote it to the advancement of my cause and for the
good of man and my people, would that mean nothing to you?
Be assured that you are in precisely such a situation with all
that you possess.
III. And now finally this point: we also honor his right and
we promote the glory of his name and kingdom when we willingly surrender what is his and consent to self-restraint, whenever He asks it bark. This is our confession: He is the Lord
who gave and preserved, and Ile alone ran take away. Life
and growth and strength are sure as long as God wills. Earthly
goods only put wings on his command. Sickness is his servant.
He exalts and he humbles. In all things He reveals only divine
wisdom, faithfulness and love. It is not in his heart to either vex
or grieve his people. Only when needed does He cause pain
and injury, and always with good reason and at the best time,
to fulfill His desires.
I. Should you not gather faithfully and peacefully under the
banner of such a God?
2. 0 how pleasant is the lot of a humble believing child, sitting down and resting, quiet and untroubled in the midst of
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God's blessings and adversities, knowing that nothing can and
shall be taken from him and no disaster be sent except by God,
and that for the best of reasons, and thus saying: The Lord
gave, the Lord took away, blessed be the name of the Lord.
And what prospect awaits him? This, the glory of God.
After having sought His kingdom as the central goal of life, to
hear this precious word: Faithful one, you have ruled over a
little; I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your Lord.
I. There is a general and a special trust, and we as stewards.
2. Faith-knowledge of Jesus' claim is our equipment.
a. An active life is a witness to our dependence.
b. Make use of the means, but leave the results in the hand of
the Lord. It is better to suffer loss in your purse than loss in
conscience when this comes from questionable practices.
c. Contentment with one's lot is the fullness of our responsibility.
d. Stand up for Christian principles, practice them, seeking
strength from God.
e. Cultivate a submission of every desire to God's will and a
new spiritual concern.
f. Learn peace instead of impatience in all your ways.
g. Yearn for God in everything, with thankfulness.
h. Enjoy noble, spiritual pleasures.
i. Let prosperity end in God and lead you to him and his
cause. In what noticeable ways do we thus receive and give in
our life here?

